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To say that Sr. Jannette Marie Pruitt has had a full and varied life is an understate-

ment.  As she puts it: “I am a person of the church, I am black, Catholic, a mother 
of three adult children,  with three granddaughters and now called to serve the Lord 

as a Sister of St. Francis of Oldenburg, Indiana”.  Born in Bay, St. Louis, Missouri, 
her grandparents were among the first to welcome the first black priest into her 
area.  Together with the townspeople, they also helped to build a school and church 

for African Americans.  So how did she end up joining the convent?  She chose to go 
to nursing school and become a nursing assistant.  The rest is history. 
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